Agri-Tech Week 2016

Shiny Kit & Smart Drivers - Putting Technology to Work
Thursday 10 November 2016 at Easton and Otley College, Easton Campus,
Norwich, NR9 5DX
For the third year running, the Royal Norfolk Agricultural Association is delighted to
be a partner in Agri-Tech Week. Founded in 2014 by Agri-Tech East, this unique week
of events and activities showcases excellence in innovation across the Agri-tech
value chain by brokering links and fostering new relationships between businesses,
researchers and government.
Our event focuses on arable crops and seeks to address three big questions:
• What’s the latest thinking in crop production and protection technologies and
where can we derive value from this?
• Can farmers realise the full extent of performance-enhancing developments in
precision farming systems and techniques?
• What higher-level skills development must we prioritise in the next generation of
machinery operators and from where will we get the best return on investment?
Through a programme of presentations, demonstrations and discussions, delegates
will be able to update their understanding of the key issues facing the arable sector
and look at how new technologies are being applied to solve them. The programme
includes the annual RNAA Leadership Lecture which, this year, will be given by
Professor Rob Edwards, Head of the School of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Development, Newcastle University.
In addition, practical and interactive field-based activities from John Deere and Ben
Burgess product specialists will illustrate the effect that machine optimisation and
precision farming techniques have on achieving maximum productivity and efficiency.
BOOK NOW AND JOIN ONE OF THE REGION’S KEY EVENTS. FULL
INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROGRAMME CAN BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITES
OF THE RNAA, EASTON & OTLEY COLLEGE AND AGRI-TECH EAST.

Event details
Where Easton and Otley College, Easton Campus, Norwich, Norfolk, NR9 5DX
When Thursday 10 November 2016, registration from 10.30 (event starts at
11.00 and finishes at 15.30).
Cost £20 includes a buffet lunch, soft drinks and all teas/coffees during the
day plus conference pack. Parking at Easton & Otley College is free of charge.
Student concessions are available – see website for details.

ABOUT ROB EDWARDS
Professor Rob Edwards is the Head
of the School of Agriculture, Food
and Rural Development at Newcastle
University, where he continues to
direct personal research programmes
in crop protection.
His interests, developed through
working in both the private and public
sectors in the UK and USA, are
focussed on the biotransformation
of synthetic compounds and natural
products in plants and the
manipulation of these pathways for
applications in crop protection and
biorefining using technologies
including synthetic biology. In 2008,
he became the Head of Biological
Sciences at Durham University and
in 2010, took up a joint position as
Chief Scientist at the UK’s Food and
Environment Research Agency and a
chair in Crop Protection in CNAP,
University of York.
Rob joined Newcastle University in
2014 and, recently, became Director
of the Institute for Agri-Food
Research and Innovation (IAFRI) – a
joint venture between Newcastle
University and Fera Science Ltd –
that represents a new model for how
universities can work with research
organisations.

BOOKING FORM

Booking Please book in advance using the form below or calling the RNAA
booking line on 01603 748931 or by emailing briony.harris@rnaa.org.uk

To book your place(s) on Thursday 10 November, please fill out both sides of this form and post to our address overleaf
NAME					RNAA MEMBERSHIP NUMBER		TELEPHONE					
(if applicable)
					
ADDRESS									EMAIL
									
									POSTCODE

The outline programme for Agri-Tech Week 2016 is as follows MONDAY
7 November 2016

MONDAY
7 November 2016

TUESDAY
8 November 2016

Using and reducing
waste from fresh
produce

Embracing
Automation to secure
Competitiveness

Tackling the agri
challenge with
Genomics

Morning: Cambridgeshire

Evening: Lincolnshire

Evening: Norwich

How to create value from materials
that would otherwise be wasted is the
theme of the ‘Talking Shop’ event to be
hosted by NIAB at the Eastern AgriGate
Research Hub.

This event is hosted by the Lincolnshire
Branch of the Institute of Agricultural
Management. It aims to set out the
challenges of securing competitiveness
in the food chain from ‘field to fork’ as
the National Living Wage and Brexit
impact on the supply and cost of labour
in the food chain.

This session will aim to highlight the
challenges faced by breeders, farmers
and the wider industry, and how
Earlham Institute’s open-source tools,
databases and innovative in-field
technologies are being developed to
support them.

TUESDAY
8 November 2016

WEDNESDAY
9 November 2016

FRIDAY
11 November 2016

Innovation in
Practice, Aspall

Innovation for an
Raising the pulse of the
Agricultural Revolution UK pea and bean crop
All day: Cambridge – REAP Conference

Afternoon: Hertfordshire

A behind-the-scenes visit to Aspall, a
flagship regional company producing
ciders, juices and vinegars. As well as
a tour and tastings, visitors will also
be able to see how Aspall embeds
innovation at the heart of its business.
This event is held in partnership with
FramFarmers.

The UK’s leading Agri-tech conference
brings together farmers and growers
with researchers, innovators and
investors. Now in its third year, the
highly popular REAP is Agri-Tech
East’s flagship event. This year, the
conference focuses on soil nutrition
and how biological farming provides a
new approach to correcting the soil and
feeding the crop. Gary Zimmer is our
charismatic keynote speaker from the
USA, and he will join in discussion with
scientists and farmers to debate this
challenging subject. A new feature
of REAP is a technology exhibition
with demonstrations.

Peas and beans are rich in protein,
gluten free, improve the soil fertility
through nitrogen fixing and can
break the pest cycle. So why are
they not more widely grown? This is
partially because pulses have gained
a reputation for being agronomically
challenging to grow with unreliable
yields. This situation is to be addressed
in an information-packed event that
captures the outputs created by The
International Year of the Pulse 2016,
DEFRA’s PCGIN network and research
projects funded by BBSRC, PGRO
and AHDB.

Evening: Suffolk

BOOKING FORM

All information about Agri-Tech week can be found at www.agritech-east.co.uk.

RNAA members, guests and non-members £20
Please insert number of tickets required 						
		
To pay by Credit/Debit card, please complete the details below…
CARDHOLDER NAME				

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD NUMBER

EXPIRY DATE					

ISSUE NUMBER 		

SECURITY CODE (Last three digits on the signature strip)

To pay by cheque, simply place a cheque (made payable to RNAA) in the post to us.
Please return this form to: RNAA, Norfolk Showground, Dereham Road, Norwich, Norfolk NR5 0TT

